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Tears and Fears: The Suspects’ Hope is Finished

Tears and Fear: The Suspects’ Hope is Findshaed
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She s, he asks, fnghtened, when he can go home. Amanda Knox snd Raffask
Solecito, after waiting eleven hours ina room with ron bars in the basement of the
courthouse of Perugis, on hearng the words of hudge Pack Michel, aw the hopes
thny'd oulvated al day come crashing down, They had been saping, “Torght v
keave,” But today's decson sgnfies, for them, a pont of no retum: They must face
the ot for the cmes of agoravated homeode and sexnsal volence, a5 wel as thef,
aganst Meredich Kendher, kiled in the house at va della Pergela a year age., They sk
a ife sentence and ther only feeble hope & 1o kave precn, but that's now bed tm the
decsion the judge has delwyed: whether or not to grant them house arest.

Ry Gueede, whose defense team opted for the shortersd tral, was condemned to
I years i prison for the murder and sevual violenoe agarst Mensdth. He was
petrified by the reading of the sentence: perhaps he dessn't understand everyihing,
but surely he realzes that the stuaton s difiod; for him, “We'l explan € o you
eemamow, i Beerers Dokd him.

&l three sumpects wated for eleven hours, alone with ther hopes and fears. And
tomght for the first time durng the whole process, they've realy undershocd that
ther bees can never be the way they were before Movernber 2nd of st year. In the
preceding days, dunng the hearmgs in front of the padge, the three have adely
particpated n the debate, conbnuousky askang ther brwyers for explnations, and
Btening attentiely o sach merventon. Today, however, was diferent: ther laces
ware syercome with pension. Whean the judge withdrew [o chambars, n counssl, they
began 1o have fear. S0 dosed up and alore in ther cels, they sought comion with
the only peaple they couk] approach, ther Ewyers and the prison polce afficers. "I
want only 10 Eave, U5 not mporant where they send me, but ©'s mpsoant | Baye
prson,” confessed Raffaske Soleckn, showng hs fear: hs bvwyers descorbed bim as a
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On the evering of November 156, 2007, a young
Bricsh woman was brataly mundered n Pernuga,
Tealy, Her name viars Beredith Kercher, and she
v, studyng i Peruga af the Unesersiy for
Foregners. Mer murder shocked the rtemational
shudert community a5 wel &5 the rest of the by,
ared attracted a great deal of media sttertion.

Because Hs, Kercher was. froen the United
Engdom and one of her suspected klers, her
aavn resmimate and a felow shudent, & fom the
Uried Stabes, ths stony & of ngerest 1o an
Ergish speaking audence, But because the
Irakan nguage & not commeonly understood, and
the Itakan jusbce system even less 3o, n the bwo
Ergish speakng countnes, some
msunderstandings have argen. This ste ams to
rectfy the stuation by transbibing news from the
Irakan meda nto Engish, and by dSoussng Some
detals of the complex Italan jusice system,
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